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As: this "_ is benevolently calculated to ſtem the tide 
of faction, promote national tranquillity, rectify the 
conceptions of the miſtaken impetuous multitude, by ſet- 
ting men and meaſures in a proper light, and by giving the 
South Britons juſt and favourable ideas of their Northern 


fellow - ſubjects; ſo it is therefore to be hoped, that thoſe 
bf à pacific and truly patriotic ſpirit, and who are ſincere 
lovers of their king and country, will countenance and en- 


courage the ſale of the Mirror, that it may have the greater 
and more benign influence, by being extenſively circulated. 


The Authors bf the MonTHLy REVIEW have made 


the following remarks 1 the writer of the Mirror. 


The author's view is to correct and reſtrain popular 
prejudice and phrenzy. He is ſevere on the conduct and 
character, both public and private, of Mr. Wilkes; whom 
he conſiders, in every reſpect, as one of the moſt worth- 
* leſs of human beings. He has many juſt ſentiments of pa- 
* triotiſm, national unanimity, public order, &c.“ 


N. B. The firſt edition was publiſhed at London, and ſold 
there and at Edinburgh for one ſhilling and ſixpence. 
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F ALSE patriots, like the falſe mother, 
who applied to Solomon for juſtice, impu- 
dently lay claim to, and pretend more than 
ordinary regard for, their country, and that 
from the moſt wicked and ſelfiſh motives ; 
who, rather than their ambitious views 
ſhould be cut ſhort, and their vile reſtleſs 
paſſions go ungratified, will cruelly divide, 
and to the utmoſt of their power bring it 
to diſtreſs, in hopes, ſame how or other, to 
be gainers by their atrocious, diſcordant 


meaſures, But true patriots, like the true 


mother, will rather forego their private 
right, in ſome meaſure, than ſecure it by 
means which muſt divide the nation, and 
bring calamity to their country; who being 
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under the influence of generous, benevolent 


principles, will in no caſe ſeek their own 


advantage to the prejudice and diminution 
of public welfare; and as the meaneſt ap- 
prehenſion may clearly perceive, that faction 
and diſcord introduce the greateſt of evils 
into a ſtate, and that a kingdom long di- 
vided againſt itſelf cannot ſtand; therefore 
the real patriot will uſe his utmoſt efforts 
to ſupport national peace and tranquillity ; 
and if mal-adminiſtration ſhould at any 
time come under his notice, though to him 
deteſtable, yet he will by fair remonſtrance, 
not ſeditious ſcurrility, by candid active 
ſcrutiny, not virulent detraction, endeavour 
to detect ſuch as are concerned therein; and 
by the moſt conciliating, ſalutary methods, 
remove the grievances of his country. En- 
vy and detraction are inſeparable, ſo that 
on whomſoever the former fixes its eye, the 
latter inſtantly opens its mouth, and with 
hateful virulence utters every thing which 
can be vilely ſuggeſted, in order to render 
their object odious to mankind. 


In all ages and reigns theſe Luciferian 
paſſions have, more or leſs, infeſted and dif- 
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turbed private as well as public life; and 


with great truth and much regret it may 


be obſerved, that the turbulency and faction 


of our times have had their riſe and conti- 


nuance from theſe reſtleſs, flagitious affec- 


tions. O patriotiſm! how often of late has 


thy ſacred name been proftituted, and af- 
fixed to deeds and meaſures which thou 
muſt with virtuous indignation diſclaim ! 
O amiable and bleſſed liberty! (in which 
religious, civil, and virtuous freedom is im- 
plied) how {ſtrangely art thou abaſed and 
abaſhed by the unparalleled impudence of 
one who is a notorious incendiary, a ſcur- 
rilous author, an editor of blaſphemy, and 
yet, who arrogates the honour of being thy 
only patron! © Publiſh it not in Gath, nor 
tell it in the ftreets of Aſkelon.” If ſcurri- 
lity and ſedition conſtitute a patriot, ſurely 
Mr. Wilkes may be allowed the moſt meri- 
torious one fince the tumultuous days of 
Jack Straw and Wat. Tyler; having mal- 
treated the beſt and moſt lenitive of ſove- 
reigns, ſet ſubject againſt ſubject; and, to 


evince the goodneſs of his heart, and deli- 
cacy of his manners, he has ſcattered, in- 
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diſcriminately, on at leaſt a million af. our 
northern fellow- ſubjects, the moſt irritatin 8 
reproach, and virulent calumny. N 
It is at all times, and in all places, no 
leſs rude than unphiloſophical, to reproach 


any man, or number of men, on account 


of locality of birth. If men are to be deemed 
worthy or unworthy according to the ferti- 
lity ar fterility of their native country, then 
ſavages and Hottentots muſt be preferable to 
Britons, as they are born in countries of a 
far more rich and prolific ſoil than can be 
found in any part of Great Britain. And, on 
the other hand, Danes, Swedes, Swiſs, &c. 
mult be eſteemed mean, vile, and deſpicable; 
becauſe their countries are barren and moun- - 
tainous. Advantages of birth are the abſo- 

lute allotments of Providence, concerning 
which we are entirely paſſive, and in no 
way inſtrumental; and therefore act a very 
irrational and ungrateful part, whenever 


we revile and inſult others becauſe of their 
being born in a country, and in circumſtan- 


ces leſs favourable than our own. How par- 
donable ſuch conduct may be in the un- 
thinkin g many, it is certainly highly cul- 


WILKES xo PATRIOT. 7 
pable in one who claims the attention of 
the public, and ſets up for the patron of 
national liberty! But from ſuch a 2 patron, 
Good Lord, deliver us. 

Reproachful epithets, and ſcurrilous na- 
tional diſtinctions are the ſure marks of a 


vitiated ſeditious mind, and ſo incompatible 


with patriotiſm, as to be entirely ſubverſive 
of it, by inflaming the minds, and diſunit- 
ing, in the moſt antipathizing manner, the 
hearts and affections of the community; and 
as Mr. W. has diſtinguiſhed himſelf in this 
deteſtable ſpecies of inflammatory writing, 
he may well be deemed the preſent prime 
national incendiary; but ſuch is the falſe 


judgment of the infatuated multitude, that 


they fet him up, and revere him as a meri- 
torious patriot! In this, indeed, the aſſum- 
ing patriots of our times, behave much like 


the holy governors of the Romiſh Church, 


who never fail to canonize that man for a 
ſaint who has been zealouſly wicked in de- 
ſtroying and ruinating thoſe of a different 
perſuaſion, under the pretext of ſupporting 
and advancing theirs : for, if cruelty and 
perſecution are confiftent with meek, mer- 
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ciful Chriſtianity; why may not riots, ra- 
geous abuſe, and vile ſcurrility cordially 
agree with benign, benevolent patriotiſm ?. 

Moſt true it is, that when the multitude 
are once gained, and fomented by any 
leader, they are eaſily incited to what they 
at firſt never intended; and to follow him 
blindly and furiouſly through all his me- 
anders, though their paſſions and views be 
all the while quite different from his.— 
His buſineſs is to make them beheve (nor 
is it a hard taſk) that he has no deſign nor 


| Intereſt but theirs, till at laſt they ſacrifice 


all for his intereſt againſt their own: for 
they therefore believe him a patriot, becauſe 
they fee him angry and oppoſing; a very 
falſe rule to go by; but the populace ſel - 
dom have any truer. The fate and true pa- 
triots, in all their efforts, propoſe one and 
the ſame end, 1. e. the good of the public; 
and are only to be diſtinguiſhed by the 
means they take in order to attain that po 
poſed end. 

As the good and virtuous patriot is influ- 
enced by generous. benevolent principles, 
ſo his actions will be altogether uniform, 
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and correſpond with theſe ſocial principles. 


Rage, riot, malice, falſhood, and ſcurrility, 


will be the deteſtation of his ſoul; but, on 


the other hand, theſe will be the very en- 
gines by which the falſe patriot will act, as 


being the fitteſt tools to accomplith his own 


ends, but not the good of the public: for, 
having neither worth, honour, nor honeſty 
of his own, he will, with wicked aſſiduity, 
endeavour to vilify and blacken thoſe who 
have, if they ſtand in his way, and ſo raiſe 
his own credit by defaming and ſinking the 


reputation of all whom he envies: but were 


the populace more diſcerning, and leſs cre- 
dulous, theſe vile prepoſterous meaſures 
could never ſucceed; but ſo it is, that they 
generally do; and among the many who 
have obtained the favour of the multitude 
by detractive, ſcurrilous, defamatory means, 
few have ſucceeded in ſo very an extraordi- 
nary manner as Mr. Wilkes; and the only 
reaſon which can be aſſigned why he has 
thus ſucceeded, is, that of his having out- 
done all others in falſhood, calumny, and 
mean abuſe, as his inimitable North-Briton 
(in all its numbers) ſufficiently evidences. 
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The Union of England and Scotland was 
eſteemed by our beſt patriots, and ableſt po- 
liticians, to be the nobleſt civil affair that 
ever was brought about in Queen Ann's, or 
any other reign; as the Scots, by their vici- 
nity and bravery, were the only people we 
had moſt reaſon either to love or fear; ſee- 
ing their ſituation and intrepidity qualified 
them to do us the greateſt evil or the great- 


eſt good. But now, being united by the beſt 


policy to our mutual advantage, we may 
be allowed modeſtly to ſay, none can harm 
us, unleſs we are disjoined in our affecti- 
ons; from whence animoſities, riots, and 


inſurrections naturally proceed, which ren- 


der the wiſeſt political engagements of no 
effect, and if carried high, may poſſibly 
terminate in a diſſolution of that national 
union, which (if ſupported by unanimity) 


is the chiefeſt ſecurity to each other, and the 


greateſt terror and offence to our foreign 

enemies; and therefore we ought to be zea- 

louſly careful to cultivate national tranquil- 

lity, and wiſely reflect, that there is a neigh- 

bouring ambitious fate which views us 

with a jealous eye, and which is ever ready 
1 


— 
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to ruin and enſlave whomſoever it is able 
to overcome, as the recent conqueſt of Cor- 


ſica does clearly evidence. As a ſincere lover 


of my country, I hope, that ſuch an un- 
happy disjunction will never happen; and 
am fully perſuaded that no true patriot, no 
good judicious ſubject, either on the ſouth 
or north ſide of Tweed, doth with it may 
ever happen; but no thanks to the peſti- 
Jential, and ſo much idolized Mr. Wilkes, 
that it has not already happened; who, by 
a torrent of the fouleſt ſcurrility, and irri- 
tating calumny, has done all in his Power 
co ſtimulate and rouſe the paſſions of the 
North-Britons, and render them hideous and 
deteſtable to thoſe of the South, even at a 
time, when they were unanimoully loyal 
to their prince, and who had but a very 
little while before, fought in a very ſigna- 
lized manner for the honour and intereit 


of Great Britain. Could ſuch treatment pro- 


ceed from patriotiſm? Impoſſible; but moſt 
certainly from inveterate malice, and odious 
ingratitude. | 
The French formerly proved theme! es 
much more honourable, and far better o- 
B 2 
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12 WILKES xo PATRIOT. 

liticians, and do at all times act more con- 
ſiſtently with national preſervation than the 
famed Mr. W. and his patriotic abettors ; 
who, when the Scots were their allies, uſed 
to diſtinguiſh them with the higheſt marks 
of honour and eſteem, by naturalizing and 
ennobling their great men, and giving them 
places. of emolument, and granting the 
whole nation immunities in trade beyond 
all other foreigners whomſoever; nay, fo 
much were they careſſed and held in high 
reſpect for their fidelity and bravery, that 
the Scots alone were continued for ſome 
centuries to be the life-guards of their ſo- 
vereign. Thus were the Scots honoured and 
rewarded for their faithful attachment and 
perſonal worth; and this is the way in 
which all good citizens and true patriots 
eſtimate and diſtinguiſh the friends to, and 
worthy members of, a community ; and this 
is the very way in which God himſelf judges 


and diſcriminates the whole human race; 
1. e. according to their good or evil actions, 


but not according to locality of birth and 
adventitious circumſtances. 


To praiſe and revile men for what they 


had neither will nor power to bring about, 


nor prevent, argues a baſe partiality, a rude 
and ftupid exerciſe of judgment; and is 2 
fertile ſource of unjuſt reproach and miſ- 
chievous arrogance in a mixt community; 
is altogether inconſiſtent with peace, unani- 
mity, and good order, and conſequently, di- 
ametrically oppoſite to true patriotiſm. 


Similar to what is now recited of the 


French, was the truly grateful and patriotic 
behaviour of the citizens of Dantzick, when 
they were cloſely and ſtrongly beſieged by 
the Poles, who intended to bring them un- 


der their ſervile yoke; but by an encloſed 


number of valiant Scots, led on by one of 
the noble family of Douglas, who, with 
aſtoniſhing. fearleſs ardor, ſallied out upon 
the befiegers, put them to flight, raiſed the 
fiege, and ſo ſaved the city from tyrannical 
vaſlalage. The Dantzickers, thoroughly ſen- 
ſible of this glorious deliverance, and the 
great merit of their heroic deliverers, called 
the ſtreet from which they iſſued out, Scot- 
land, and placed the arms of that kingdom 
over the gate; and granted the Scots the pri- 
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vilege of being freemen ever after, and a 


perpetual exemption from all duties in their 


commerce with- that opulent city. 


To theſe diſtinguiſhed and indubitable 
proofs of honourable reſpect ſhewn to the 


Scots, I ſhall add a brief remark made by 


the celebrated Puffendorf, concerning their 
martial character, in his Hiſtory of Europe, 


« The Scots, ſays he, when a diſtinct king- 


60 dom, were eſteemed the beſt ſoldiers in 


2 Europe, (and conſequently the beſt in the 


world) © but ſince Oliver Cromwell's time, 
and their being united with England, 
% their name has fallen into obſcurity.” 


Thus the Scots by the national union, and 


by being blended with the Engliſh in moſt 
of their valorous atchievements, are indiſ- 
criminated, ſo that. whatever is performed 
by both in junction, goes under the name 
of the latter, or that of Britons; and the 
Scots thereby have loſt their name in the 
annals of fame; and as this brave and mar- 
tial people are equally deſerving of fame 


with ourſelves, our fellow-ſubjects, and yet 


undiſtinguiſhed in what is deemed great 
and honourable, and this by them made no 


wa. - fol ans wi 
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matter of complaint or regret, do they not 
from the generous inſtances of- political re- 


ſpe& above ſpecified, as well as ſhamefully 
oppoſe and violate the rules of benevolence, 


good-breeding, and true policy, who diſcri- . 


minate the Scots by ſcurrilous reproach, and 
and aggravating infamy? Such treatment 


is utterly inconſiſtent with the improved ge- 


nius, and truly grateful ſpirit of genuine, 
judicious Engliſhmen; therefore the difin- 


genuous Mr. Wilkes, and thoſe who eſpouſe 


and approve of his ſcurrilous and ſeditious 


publications, ought to be looked upon, and 


regarded as a ſpurious, degenerate offspring, 
as national diſturbers, and the turbulent 
peſts of civil ſociety. 

Salluſt juſtly obſerved to Julius Caeſar, 
„ That a vicious man is qualified by his 
life, manners, and diſpoſition, to fall in 
“with, and promote any evil defign;” and 


if it be aſked why Mr. Wilkes took up the 
pen of calumny, and exerciſed it with ſuch 
ſcandalous inveteracy againſt the govern- 
ment and the Scots, the trueſt and beſt rea- 
ton which can be given, is at hand, viz, be- 


then monſtrouſly and ungratefully deviate 
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cauſe a certain nobleman, of Scots extrac- 


tion (but Engliſh-born, and in a high office 
of ſtate) was ſuppoſed to be inſtrumentally 
concerned in preventing this worthy gentle- 


man (whom vice and extravagancy had | 
made poor) from having a lucrative em- 


ployment under the government, which he 
had applied for T. Upon this diſappoint- 
ment, revenge, envy, and malice, inſtantly 
influenced his head and heart, ſo that he, 
as it were, inſtantaneouſly commenced an 
alarming zealous patriot, by force of their 
dictates; and, to render the fincerity of his 
pretenſions indiſputable, reviles, reproaches, 


and vilifies all in place; becauſe he was not « 


admitted into place —The miniſtry then, in 
his ſtyle, were horribly corrupted; without 


honour, honeſty, or capacity; but particu- 
larly the miniſter, who (as he apprehended) 


had obſtructed his healing views ; againſt 
him his moſt powerful batteries of invidi- 
ous detraction were raiſed ; and the Scots 

+ If Mr. W. denies what is ſaid to be the true cauſe 
why he commenced an inveterate ſcurriliſt, &c. it behoves 


him to aſſign a truer. And, to ſmooth the aſperity of his 
immoral character, let him try if he can produce a good 


| reaſon for his acting miſchievouſly and wickedly. 
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(whom he miſchievouſly inſinuated were fa- 


voured by him) became the only butt of 


his foul ſcurrility; nay, even good majeſty 
itſelf muſt have ſome beſpatterings of his 
obloquy, and we may well preſume, for 
this very ſiniſter reaſon, becauſe its lucra- 
tive golden beams were not vouchſafed to 
ſhine forth on, and cheriſh and fupport his 
prodigal vices, | 
Thus from ſordid private pique, and from 
the vileſt paſſions which agitate the human 
heart, Wilkes's glorious ſpirit of liberty and 


patriotiſm derived its exiſtence; a ſpirit (in 


the ſtricteſt and moſt literal ſenſe) that was 


conceived in fin, and brought forth in ini-. 


quity. 
A vicious, volatile man is ever reſtleſs, 


and perniciouſly buſy in every ſtation of 


life; and, if in want, will ſtop at no means 
nor meaſures to remove it. Thus Mr. Wilkes, 
through voluptuouſneſs and profligacy, had 
miſerably reduced his finances, the govern- 


ment would not grant him a place to re- 


pleniſh them; his appetites ſtrong, pungent, 


and clamorous to be ſatisfied, and yet quite 


unable to gratify them; thus ſituated, thus 
2 
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18 WII KES xo PATRIOT. 

enſlaved, thus impuls d, what could an in- 
digent vicious man do better than to enliſt 
on that ſide which would beſt anſwer his 
diſſolute needy condition? And ſurely it 


muſt be granted, that in this reſpect, he 
has, in a very extraordinary manner, ob- 


tained his end; ſeeing the party to whom 
he is engaged are now rearing him up a 
fortune for his late litigious vices, in lieu 
of that which his former debauched vices 
had battered down. O diſtreſſed virtue! 
when, and where, wilt thou meet with 
ſuch healing aſſiſtance, and cordial friend- 
ſhip? | | 

Not any thing can more indicate a deli- 


rious, depraved, and beſotted judgment, than | 


to believe that the evils and miſconduct of 
government can be either removed or rec- 
tified by a vicious indigent regulator: this 
were to believe that Tartarus may conceive 
and bring forth Elyſium, or that the wick- 


edeſt immoral agent is capable of perform- 


ing the moſt pure and virtuous actions. — 


Wilkes and Liberty! Strange unallied con- 


nection! Popular propriety with a witneſs, 


Wilkes the ſupport of national liberty! A 
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hates g. dangerous aſlertion, and which 
is in effect to ſay, that groſs licentiouſneſs 
is the ſupport of religious and civil govern- 
ment, confuſion that of order, diſcord that 
of unanimity, ſcurrility that of urbanity, 
rebellion that of loyalty, vice that of virtue, 
and, in a word, that any thing which is the 
deſtruction of another, is the ſupport of that 
which it deſtroys; and in this prepoſterous 
ſenſe only, can it be with truth and ſafety 
aſſerted, that Wilkes is the ſupport of li- 
berty. 

Civil liberty ſeems to be nothing leſs 
than the free enjoyment of ſuch articles as 
the community have agreed to, and eſta- 
bliſhed by laws for the common benefit and 
preſervation of the whole; and our ſub- 
mitting to, or diſobeying of which laws, is 
that ſurely which makes us either good or 
bad citizens; and ſo far as theſe laws cor- 
reſpond with good morality and the will of 
God, our attachment to, or deviation from, 
denominates us either worthy or unworthy, 
virtuous or vicious members of ſociety, and 
we become objects of rewards and dn 
ments accordingly. 
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20 WILEES xo PATRIOT: 


To whomſoever the execution of our 
laws are committed, they are our gover- 
nors, and according to the right or wrong 
exerciſe of the power they are entruſted 


with, their government is to be eſteemed 


good or bad, wiſe or fooliſh, upright or cor- 
rupt. 

That national liberty now is, and has 
been ſince his gracious Majeſty's acceſſion 
to the throne (notwithſtanding what loud- 
mouth'd faction roars out to the contrary) 
as extenſive as ever it was known to be in 
any former reign; and that his government 
has been, and ſtill is, as faithful, mild, and 
regular, as any preceding one, may be ea- 
lily evinced; nor can the rejecting of inglo- 
rious Wilkes (that national firebrand) as a 
member of parliament, nor ſearching for, and 
ſeizing him by dint of a general warrant, 
give juſt cauſe to denominate the miniſtry 
either weak, arbitrary, or corrupt; but, on 
the contrary, (if judiciouſſy and calmly ſcan- 
ned) theſe very procedures will prove them 
to have been the ſteady friends, and active 
guardians of their country's welfare, di g- 
nity, and peace: for, as Mr. Wilkes had, by 
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his inflammatory ſeditious publications, in- 
| cenſed and enraged the nation, and there- 
by ſet ſubject againſt ſubject, vilely aſpers'd 
W the miniſtry, and had thrown out ſuch ma- 


lignant inſinuations as might beſt ſerve to 


alienate the hearts of ſubjects from the beſt 
of ſovereigns; and all this done in the moſt 
avowed, open, inſolent, and audacious man- 
ner: thus provoked, thus inſulted, and the 
honour of his Majeſty, and the tranquillity 
of the nation deeply and dangerouſly con- 
cerned, did it not therefore, on theſe very 
alarming and affecting accounts, highly 
become the government to ſeize and ſecure, 


by the ſpeedieſt and moſt effectual means, 


the miſchievous author of ſo much public 
diſorder and national calamity? And the 
more eſpecially, as there was great cauſe 
to ſuſpect, that as he who had ſo openly 
and profuſely thrown about the firebrands 
of ſedition, might have matter of a {till 
more. combuſtible and treacherous nature 
reſerved in private, which dilatory meaſures 
might have given him time to conceal or 
play off, as it beſt ſuited, his deteſted pur- 
poles. 552 
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22 WILKES no PATRIOT. 

Had this procedure made good the very 
reaſonable ſuſpicion here intimated, the 
mode of arreſt (I preſume) would have been 
ſtrictly legal, and as it failed, it ought ra- 
ther to be deemed a temporary expedient, 2 
than an arbitrary ſtretch, becauſe the peace 
and happineſs of the community were in- 
tended by it, and becauſe the perſon pro- 
ceeded againſt was a notorious peſtilential 
offender. 

As the beſt of human laws are fallible, 
and fo circumſcribed as not to be ſufficient 
to prevent every poſlible evil that may ariſe 
in a ſtate, and if in ſome caſes of exigency, 
this deficiency 15 made up by an honeſt 
exertion of theſe in power, in that which is 
manifeſtly (or may be clearly explained) 
for the good of the public, ſuch exertion is 
a ſalutary diſpenſation of power, and not 
an abuſe of it. But ſuch is the baſe partia- 
lity of factious party, that they never put 
a good conſtruction on the meaſures of mi- 
niſters whom they envy (however conſif- 
tent with truth, and the welfare of the pu- 
blic) if a bad one can be invented, though 
accompanied with palpable marks of ma- 
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lice and falſhood ; and it is from this hor- 
rid miſchievous ſource of wicked inflam- 
matory cenſure that the moſt of our natio- 
0 nal calamitous diviſions proceed. | 
= Of all the meaſures taken to ſupport na- 
tional diſcord, none ever reflected more de- 
ſerved diſhonour on any party aſſuming the 
name of patriots, or more evidently could 
give proof of the want of moral ſentiment, 
and a ſenſe of political dignity and happi- 
neſs, than that of chuſing Mr. Wilkes for a 
repreſentative, and making his excluſion 
from the honourable houſe of commons a 
capiral article of grievance. Loudly and 
vexatiouſly have they declaimed againſt the 
miniſtry, as conſiſting of perſons of irregu- 
lar lives, corrupt principles, and ſhamefully 
depraved, and therefore, ſay they, unfit to 
govern, &c. But, how ſtrangely incompa- 
tible are theſe patriotic declaimers with their 
own declamation, by preferring, and, as it 
were, even idolizing a perſon gigantic in 
vice, and whole lite and manners were a 
{candal to ſociety, and which have been the 
cauſe of manifeſt accumulative injuries to 
the community? x 
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24 WILKES NO PATRIOT. 
That wiſe and good men are the fitteſt 
to execute laws muſt be granted, and as the 


wile and good are the fitteſt to execute laws, 


ſurely it muſt be granted alſo, that ſuch 
only are fitteſt to make laws; of which ve- 1 
ry honourable and capable ſort of legiſla- 
tors Mr. Wilkes is undoubtedly the very re- 
verſe, being deſtitute, abſolutely deſtitute, 
both of property and good principles; and, 
conſequently, he is entirely diſqualified to 
be a conſtituent of the legitlature, even up- 
on the ſame principles of reaſoning which 
our puritanical oppoſers urge againſt the 
continuation of corrupt or incapable mini- 
ſters. And it ſhould be further obſerved, 
that the King has as indubitable a right 
(by the conſtitution) to chuſe his miniſters, 
as the people have to chuſe their repreſen- 
tatives; and if through a fallible choice 
(which the beſt and wiſeſt of princes are 
liable to make) they prove unfit to govern, 
and ought to be removed, it ſurely as ne- 
ceſſarily follows, that a flagrant delinquent, 
incapacitated as juſt now recited, whom 
me people have choſen for their repreſen- 
tative, (through a vitiated corrupt choice) 


. 
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ought likewiſe to be rejected ? * The expul- 
fon, therefore, of Mr. Wilkes from the ho- 
nourable houfe of commons, clearly evin- 
ces, that the worthy members had l proper 
ſenſe of the nation's honour and welfare, 
and of their own dignity, by excluding one, 


from whom nothing could be expected but 
tumult, diſcord, and furious animoſity, and 


by the doing of which they were ſtrongly 
authorized by law; precedent, and reaſon, 
and conſequently will obtain the applauſe 


and approbation of all diſcerning good men; 


and, though at preſent wrong perceptions, 
and violent deſtructive paſſions to a great 
and dangerous degree n yet tis to be 


* It has been judiciouſly obſerved by a political writer, 

That if electors, loſing all ſenſe, reaſon, decency, and re- 

% oard to theit country, through the blind infatuation of 

* an inflamed refentment, may elect, uncontronled, a miſ- 

* creant, juſtly confined in priſon for notorious crimes, 

* and an inſolvent libeller of a mild, gracious, and good 

* ſovereign; we mult bid farewel to the cotfitarion of 

England, farewel to liberty, farewel to law and or- 

* der, farewel to all a free born Briton ought to hold 

" dear, valuable, and precious: there is, at once, an 
1894 to the, happy mixed government of theſe realms; 

* we are no longer free, but are the ſlaves of the ve- 


ry worſt tyranny, that of a reſentful, infane popu- 
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hoped, that right diſcernment and ſociable 
affections will ere long take place, and at 
laſt happily triumph. It is falſe and ini- 


quitous to aſſert, as many do, who know 


better, that the people are abſolutely free to 


chuſe whomſoever they will for repreſenta- if 


tives, and therefore are to be admitted into 
parliament when choſen by a majority, &c. 


'To tell the people they are abſolutely free, 


is the baſe artifice of the factious and ſedi- 


tious, who, by inſtilling falſe notions, work 
them up to their own vile purpoſes, and 


thereby draw the unwary, unthinking mul- 
titude to ſupport and promote meaſures de- 


{tructive of their own and their country's 


weltare. 1 
Abſolute freedom implies no law, no go- 
vernment, which (to fallible agents power- 


fully ſtimulated by ſelfiſh paſſions) inſtead | 
of being a bleſſing, would be a curſe; ſee- | 


ing from thence horrid diſorders and de- 


ſtructive miſchief muſt neceſſarily proceed; 


to prevent which, mankind have wiſely 


chuſed to form themſelves into communi- | 
ties, and circumſcribed their freedom by 


laws for the ſake of rectitude and ſelf-pre- 
I 


A 


t 
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ſervation ; ſo that our conſtitution of go- 
vernment (which, upon the whole, is al- 
lowed to be the happieſt and beſt upon 


= earth) has put our liberty under many ju- 
2X dicious regulations and reſtraints, infomuch, 


that what we call the free ſuffrage of the 
people is under reſtrictions, and is to be 
given as the law preſcribes, and therefore it 
is, that we have no authoritative liberty (for 
inſtance) by our preſent conſtitution, to chuſe 


a repreſentative of no religion, or any other 


religion than that by law eſtabliſhed, and 
as we are not authorized to chuſe one but 
who is of the eſtabliſhed church, ſurely then 
it is as manifeſt as is the ſun, when in its 
meridian ſplendor, that we are in no degree 
legallized to elect one for a repreſentative, 


who has, by his immoral, blaſphemous pu- 


blications, evinced himſelf an AN TICHRIS“E 
TIAN, and of no religion, and for which he 
has been juſtly condemned and impriſoned 
| by his country. 

Ought they, or can they be eſteemed lo- 
vers of virtue, religion, or civil government, 
| or their country, who patronize a perſon of 
the vileſt and moſt diflolute principles; one 
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28 WILKES no PATRIOT, 

who glories in diſcord, and exults in iniqui- 
ty? Can Mr. Wilkes be a friend of any other 
ſpecie of liberty than that which is to be 
found in thoſe ſable regions, where hideous 


miſrule, tumultuous rage, and alarming cla- 


mour prevail; and where wicked licentious i 
ſpirits are doomed to reſide? 
Is he fit to be a conſtituent of the legiſla- 
ture whom vice has bankrupted, and who 
has groſsly violated the laws of the com- 
munity, both ſacred and civil; and whoſe 
chiefeſt talent is that of ſubverting peace, 
and promoting uproar; and who has no 
other way to recommend himſelf but by 


aſperſing and depreciating thoſe whole vir- | - 


tues incur his hatred and diſguſt, and 
which would be his greateſt honour to imi- 
tate? 

If a part is taken for the whole, ſhall we | 
not appear in the eyes of the world to be a 
nation of jarring wrong-heads, who have, | 
for theſe ſeveral years, been running mad 
with envious oppoſition, and in purſuit at- | 
ter lewd licentiouſneſs, under the borrow- 
ed dreſs, and ſacred name of liberty; and 
who have raiſed the moſt unhappy impoli- 
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tic diſturbances in W of its diſſolute 
patron? | 

Court favourites and peine are of- 
ten noticed with an evil eye, and it is by 
very many frequently alledged, that they 
are a hurt and a burden to a ſtate; but 
it ought to be duly conſidered, that if a 
favourite or penſioner is deemed dangerous 
on the fide of a good government and a 
virtuous prince, ſuch an one muſt be in- 
finitely more ſo on the fide of faction and 
mal-contents; and is it not therefore vilely 
inconſiſtent for the latter to exclaim againſt 
the former for what they themſelves open- 
ly and avowedly practiſe? which they molt 
evidently do in the inftance of depraved 
Wilkes, who is moſt ſignificantly their ado- 
red minion and devoted penſioner, and who 
is (by looſe principles and impoveriſhing 


appetites) under a far more impulſive in- 


fluence to treſpaſs the rules of righteous 
government, than the other by moral con- 
duct is to infringe, or abridge, the 28 li- 
berties of the people. 

It is groſsly abſurd, as well as often 
truly dangerous, to eſtimate highly of men 
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139 WILKES NO PATRIOT. 


by their vigour and eagerneſs in oppoſing 
a miniſtry. The beſt miniſters have been 
frequently oppoſed by the worſt men; even 
bad miniſters have been oppoſed by men 


as bad as themſelves; and the worſt of men 


have always cloathed their oppoſition with 
the cloak of public good, with tenderneſs 
and compaſſion for the people, and a zeal- 
for relieving and aboliſhing taxes, and for 
ſecuring and. increaſing their liberty and 
privileges: but ambition, avarice, and re- 
venge, which ſeldom or never own their 
true names, generally chuſe that of patrio- 
tiſm. 

John duke of n who was the 
author of ſo much public confuſion and 
deſolation in France, ſet out with a pre- 
tence of zeal againſt taxes; that pretence 
gained him high popularity, that popula- 
rity enabled him to ruin France, which for 
many years he made a ſcene of blood and 
miſery. It is needleſs to add, that though 
patriotiſm filled his mouth, yet nothing 
in reality prompted him but flaming am- 
bition, and revenge againſt the Duke of 
Orleans for perſonal indignities, who, pro- 
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bably, was to him, what a certain unpo- 
pular nobleman 15 now to our favourite 
patriot, Mr. Wilkes, and his faithful adhe- 
rents. 5 
Is the moſt righteous adminiſtration ever 


free from oppoſition, or the moſt virtuous 


miniſters from cenſure and reproach? It 


is to be wiſhed they were, but I cannot re- 


member that ever they were. Cicero was 
baniſhed his country becauſe he ſaved it, 
and the worſt man in Rome had popularity 
enough to ruin the beſt, Even Catiline 
was a ſtrenuous oppoſer of power, boldly 
charged the government with oppreſſion, 
aſſumed the airs and language of a patriot, 
and expreſſed great zeal for liberty; ſo did 
alſo his execrable gang and followers, they 


were all oppoſers, had their bill of rights, 


and articles of grievances, all patriots, and, 
in their country's cauſe, they were all, 
without doubt, Wilkes and Liberty to a 
man. | 
As to the diſtinction between a court- 
party, and a country-party, tis a diſtinction 


as old as men and government, and will 


laſt as long; and as there are certainly 
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men who love their country; there are cer: 


tainly others, whoſe concern for the public 
begins from themſelves, and their country 


is always in danger when they are ne- 


glected. q 
I would by. no means aſſert, or even 


fuggeſt, that public ſpirit ariſes from pri- 
vate pique, or any idle narrow paſſion; but 
I will venture to fay, and am fully aflured, 


that private paſlion often and. loudly calls 


itſelf public ſpirit; and that very ſelfiſh, 
very, wicked, and very fooliſh men call 
themſelves patriots, and traduce others, in- 
finitely better and wiſer than themſelves, 
as enemies to their country. I doubt not 
but fome oppoſe a juſt adminiſtration from 
good motives, and a well- meant intention; 
but I will venture to ſay again, that many 
others concur with them upon low and 


cantemptible inducements, and with a view 


to their own intereſt only, patriots for 
themſelves, and public-ſpirited for private 


pernicious ends. General complaints againſt 


public miſmanagement and mal-admini- 
ſtration are eaſily made, and therefore very 
common even in the beſt of times. The 
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karl of Godolphin, f that good and virtu- 
= ous miniſter, was charged with not having 
= accounted to the public for above thirty- 


ne- ö NE : 5 5 | 
five millions of public money, though by 
_— the public accounts it ſatisfactorily and 
veſt ; ; 2 3 | ETFS” 
# manifeſtly appeared that he had fairly ap- 
Pro . ſhilli Fm h h 1 * 122 
| plied every ſhilling ; yet ſuch was the bit- 
but 3 | ; 
terneſs and diſhoneſty of party and his ene- 
red, = 4 m7 | 2 
| mies, that he was branded to the nation in 
alls | | . | 
il a vote of the houſe of commons, with the 
. above falſe and monſtrous calumny, which 
call * 
a at leaſt for a while was by the greateſt part 
11> p o . a ; 
of the nation believed, as a proof of the no- 
ves, 5 | ? 
torious injuſtice, as well as the blind cre- 
not b 8 5 
_ dulity of party. Yet theſe his enemies ſet 
Kg up for reſcuing their country from ruin 
FE and miſrule, and had raiſed a cry that the 
any : 2 
nation and the church were ſinking, that 
1nd > a 
IE the former miniſtry had been corrupters of 
1eW I 
for the legiſlature, betrayers of their truſt, and 
c enemies to their country; that they were 
5 odious to God and man, and heaven and 
inſt a | 
. earth had conſpired to overthrow them, 
* + Lord Treaſurer in the reign of glorious patriotic King 
The William the third, whoſe reign, for party- rage, was much 


&milar to the preſent. 
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that room might be made for their oppo- 


ſers, Who had no view but to Purity: and 
ſave. 

Long before di the ſame party, in or- 
der, to blacken the government of good 
King William, accuſed the Earl of Rane- 
lagh, paymaſter of the army, &c. of having 


miſapplied twenty-one millions. It was con- 


fidently ſaid that ſome millions of that mo- 


ney had been ſent to Holland, great ſums 


given to the favourites, and greater to bribe 
members of parliament. . Yet to the ſhame, 
though not to the filence of party, he ac- 
counted fairly for the application of the 
whole. His great employment was his 
greateſt guilt; he loſt that employment, and 
a virtuous and eloquent patriot condeſcen- 
ded to take one half of it, though he was 
wont to declare, that places and integrity 
were inconſiſtent things. 

Party has neither honour nor mercy, 
elſe general charges againſt miniſters would 
not thus be made at random ; but it is 
uſual for mal-contents to rail at the times, 
and at miniſters as the authors of fuch 


times. In the mouth of every man Who 
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has taken offence at the government, the 
nation is ruined; and this is the ſtyle of 
all fuch men at all times; and whenever 


they are unreaſonably out of humour, the 


community muſt be thrown into diſtur- 
bance, and the multitude who believes their 


diſguſt to proceed from a hearty zeal for 


the public, never fail to applaud and cry 
them up for true and diſintereſted pa- 
. 

Did Lord Chancellor Sommers, did Lord 
Treaſurer Godolphin, with all their yirtues 
and abilities, with all their public ſpirit, 


with all the integrity and ſucceſs of their 


adminiſtration, eſcape reproach and oppoſt- 
tion? So far otherwiſe, that they were moſt 
virulently aſſaulted and vilified, one of 
them impeached, both of them expoſed in 
libels to the mob, and forced to retire; but 
afterwards, when faction ſubſided, and 
truth and reaſon prevailed, their characters 
were highly revered, and their enemies 
were juſtly contemned and deſpiſed in their 
turn, and who will ever appear mean and 
vile in the eyes of poſterity: yet they were 
Popular in their day, had weight with the 
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people, and they were thought the aſſertors 


of patriotiſm, 

To affirm miniſters guilty without proof, 
is a proof of malice, and any. other proof 
than this has not been given againſt the 


preſent miniſtry f. 


What danger have we to apprehend li- 
berty in from the characters of thoſe em- 
ployed in the adminiſtration? I ſee them 
countenance no laviſh principles; I ſee them 
engaged in no deſperate meaſures; I ſee them 
ſupported by men of as great probity and 
fortune, of as great abilities and indepen- 
dency, as any in the three kingdoms, men 
as remarkable for their love of liberty and 
the conſtitution, men who abhor ſlavery 
and all the ways of it, and would ſcorn | 
to be ſlaves, or to ſuffer others to be ſo, | 
and are therefore good patriots, in ſpite of 
ſlander and all ſuggeſtions to the contra» | 
ry. Nor is any man leſs a patriot for keep- 


ing an employment in a miniſtry which he 


+ Such is the preſent baſe partiality and unhappy pre- | 
valency of party-ſpirit, that Dr. Muſgrave's Letter of 
Hear-ſays has been received by the populace as a narrative 
of facts: thus it is that popular injuſtice ſo very much pre · 


vails. 


N 
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approves, than he who diſlikes the miniſtry 


| becauſe he has not an employment, of which 
| ſort I am. perſuaded, there are a great many 
at this day, and to whom our preſent and 
2 paſt diſquiet is moſtly to be imputed, Nei- 


ther can any thing more ſhew the paſſion 
and partiality of any man whomſoever, than 
to believe and ſuggeſt what we hear often 


ſuggeſted, that all places are infectious, all 


place-men criminal. Can government exiſt 
without places, and men to fill them? Or 
do men ever reaſon thus but in their anger ? 


Or do they ever reaſon thus when they and 


their friends are in place? It is therefore 
very great rudeneſs and calumny, and a 
ſort of phrenſy, thus to traduce men in 


place becauſe they are in place. Though 


ſuch calumny may be principally intended 


for one man, it is in effect thrown at every 


man who concurs with him in his mea- 
ſures, ſince if he and his meaſures be wick- 


ed, ſo are they who concur with him in 


them, as many of the veſt men and greateſt 
ſubjects do. Let it therefore be conſidered 


how extenſive and daring ſuch calumny 
is. 
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are ſo wickedly on the fide of faction, that 


ſhameleſs impudence to inſinuate them- 


ting iſland, brought on by the prevaleney 
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The liberty of the preſs is undoubtedly e 
a very valuable privilege, but it is as cer- 
tain, that the abuſe or evil uſe of this li- 
berty is the ſource of much diſorder and 
calamity to this nation ; particularly that 4 
licentious miſchievous freedom which is to 
be met with in the daily and weekly pu- 
blications or news-papers, which in gene- y 
ral are the very conduits and channels of 
falſhood, detraction, and party-malevolence 
and indeed, ſome of the publiſhers of which 


they countenance and inſert whatever 1s 
moſt likely to ſupport and promote ſedi- 
tion, by which means the multitude are in- 
cenſed, and the number of their readers in- 
creaſed ; and thus, for the ſake of private 
advantage, they Keep alive contention, and 
do unſpeakable injury to the community : 
yet theſe ſeditious publiſhers have the 


ſelves to be the friends of liberty _ mw 


blic concord ! 
Faction is a deſtructive political diſeaſe, 
peculiary frequent in this reſtleſs, fluctua- 
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1 of the worſt paſſions, heightened and pro- 


pagated by ſiniſter malevolent party-wri- 


ters; and which is productive of the great- 
= eſt evils that can befal a ſtate; and even the 


leaſt evil which attends ſedition, is that of 


& diſturbing and carrying off the attention of 


the ſenate from purſuing ſuch meaſures; 


and making ſuch inſtitutions, as are moſt 
W requiſite for the ſafety and well-being of 
che nation. —— 
= One particular confideration ſhould ac- 
company all the actions of men, namely, 
that they be moral; eſpecially where ſuch 
1 actions affect others; more eſpecially if they 
affect many; above all, if they affect ſoci- 
ety in general. And, as all writings which 
are addreſſed to the public do ſo, it is 
greatly incumbent upon the writers, and 
their duty as honeſt men, and good citi- 
| zens, to take ftrict care that what they 
write be juſt and fair, as well as uſeful and 
important. This is the purpoſe, this is the 
morality of writing, and all men of good 
minds will religiouſly obſerve it; if they 
do not, they are moſt certainly no patri- 
ots. This rule, which muſt be allowed a 
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good one, is too little regarded, commonly 
quite neglected, or baſely violated, as in nu- 
merous inſtances, but particularly in Mr. 
Wilkes's North-Briton, which, inſtead ' of 
doing public good, is vilely calculated to 
inflame and rouſe the paſſions, create en- 
mity, miſrepreſent and ſcurrilize men, fal- 
fify thin 85, and do * in prog and ; 
miſchief. | 

What elſe is the reaſon that low and ig- i 
norant writers are generally abuſeful, but 
that they want matter and manners? Be- 
ſides, the road of abuſe is ſo common, and 
ſo eaſy, that it requires no genius, or any 
one good quality or accompliſhment, to 
purſue it. Any creature that can ſpeak, can | 
lye and call names; and the loweſt, the 
moſt fooliſh, and moſt vicious of our race, | 
excel moſt in it. 

The morality of writing ought to be con- 
ſidered and attended to by all who write, 
in whatſoever they write, that their writ- 
ings be true, candid, and uſeful; that they 
treat others benevolently, and that for every 
propoſition which they advance, and every 
concluſion or character which they draw, 
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they can anfwer to God, to the world, and 
to their awn conſcience. If this reaſonable 
rule, of the morality of writings, were ob- 
ſerved, how much good would it do, how 
much evil prevent? It would certainly bring 
great quiet to the public; and to particulars, 
and greatly promote peace, charity, and 
honeſty. Nothing can be more diſhoneſt, 
or more cowardly, than for a man to ſit 
ſafely and covertly in his cloſet, and from 
thence, as from a citadel, aſſault the tender 
characters of men with vile ſlander and aſ- 
perſions, whether he doth it by deſcripti- 
ons, innuendoes, falſe parallels, or any o- 
ther way. The world is prone to cenfure; 
and to beheve evil of the beſt and moſt in- 
nocent of men, whenever it is charged up- 
on them by the worſt; and he muſt be the 
wickedeſt of all creatures, who ſcatters re- 
proaches to hurt the harmleſs, and charges 
any man whomſoever with any unjuſt im- 
putations whatſoever. It is ſtill an aggra- 


| vation of ſuch wickedneſs, when by it pu- 


blic uproar and diſcontents are raiſed, and 


the people are inflamed and terrified by a 


torrent of ſlander and calumnies cait upon 
| F 
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of every honeft man, a love of juſtice and 


and contemptible. 


been the well-paid grateful penſioners of 
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their governors.— True patriotiſm abhors 
all this, and were it attended to, would 
cure it. | 

There 1s a virtuous reclirade 3 in the * 5 


truth, and an abhorrence of whatever is 
unrighteous and untrue. And the ſame ho- 
neſty of heart which determines a man to 
be juſt in his private dealings, will influ- 
ence and direct his public conduct, and he 
will be full as tender of injuring the cha- 
racter, and miſrepreſenting of public men, 
as thoſe of his private neighbours.—A ſtrict 
attachment to this equitable rule, would 
make us the happieſt and moſt potent people 
upon earth, whereas the preſent wicked vi- 
olation of it, renders us weak, vexatious, 


Had Mr. Wilkes, and his hot idherents, 


France, they could not have acted more 
for its intereſt, better ſuited its policy, or 
done any thing which could ſo much pleaſe 
its malignity, as the diſunion they have 
brought about, and the fierce combuſtion 

1 
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| they have raiſed in this too eaſily inflamed. 
= nation. 


It was undoubtedly a ſhrewd and ſubtle 


BW reſentment of the French, to caſhier and 
exile a Scotch officer in their ſervice, for chal- 


lenging to fight Mr. Wilkes in a duel, when 


at Paris, The great care they took to pre- 


ſerve ſo valuable a life, evinces the profound 
regard they had for him; and no leſs proves, 
that the French have, to an extenſive degree, 
the gift of political preſcience, ſo as to have 
foreſeen his return to his native country, 


and the unhappy confuſion he would put 
it into upon his arrival. 


As the French had a political tenderneſs 
for Mr. Wilkes's preſervation, ſo it muſt be 
owned, that he has not been ungrateful to 
them; for he has done every thing for their 
intereſt, againſt the intereſt of his country ; 
and the French, I dare ſay, are ſo ſenſible of 
this, that if ever he is under a neceſſity to 
leave Britain, Paris will be to him a city of 
refuge, and the whole kingdom a ſafe and 
ſecure aſylum. _ 

In what is advanced, I would by no means 
have it underſtood, as if I meant that all 
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who are influenced on the ſide of Wilkes 
and his abettors, are the eſpouſers of fac- 
tion, far from it; I am thoroughly ſenſible 
that many, very many, worthy men, and 


fincere lovers of their country, are led into 


oppoſition and injurious conceptions of the 
government, through the baſe artifice, falſe 
colourings, and foul miſrepreſentations, of 
crafty, ſiniſter mal-contents. We often find 
perſons of integrity without any great ſhare | 
of penetration in party-affairs; but what is 
incomparably worſe, and matter of deteſta- 
tion, we much oftener find men of deep 
ſubtlety and penetration deſtitute of inte- 

grity; and it is not to be wondered at, if | 

the latter, in many caſes, impoſe upon, ca- 
jole, and miſlead the former, by making 

them the tools of their own private intereſt, | 
under the ſpecious pretext of ſupporting the | 
intereſt and liberties of the public: this is | 
ſurely the moſt obvious reaſon why we 
meet with good men engaged in a bad| 
cauſe; yet tis not ſo eaſy to account, why 
we ſometimes find very worthleſs men eſ- 
pouſing a good one; however, the caſe 1s 
undoubtedly fact in both reſpects; and the 
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unhappineſs of the matter 1s, that as good 
men give weight and ſanction to a bad cauſe, 
ſo evil men detract from, and caſt a ſhade 
of diſgrace on a truly good one; and withal 


we may venture to conclude, that a real vir- 
tuous man will never be concerned in mea- 


ſures hurtful to his country, but from an er- 
ror of judgment, and that a vicious man will 
never pay any regard to general welfare 
but from a ſelfiſh mercenary conſideration, 
and who at all times will be ready to reverſe 
2 good action when it beſt ſuits his particu- 
lar intereſt to do ſo. 

Peace and unanimity are the moſt ſalu- 


_ tary invigorating bleſſings of a ſtate, and 


what all judicious good men, and true pa- 


triots, will zealouſly endeavour to preſerve 


and cultivate; and what none but falſe pa- 
triots, and ſeditious ſiniſter incendiaries will 
offer to debilitate or pervert. 


The Romans, when under their beſt and 


freeſt government, were extremely jealous 
of, and even made it puniſhable for any 
one to engroſs the people's affection, by 
making fair and florid pretences of their 


carg and concern for the public good ; al- 
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lowing virtuous, noble, heroic actions only, 
to be the legal meaſures of obtaining pu- 
blic honour and eſteem ; and whilſt this ve- 
ry wiſe edict exiſted, the Romans were una- 
nimous, happy, and victorious ; but when 
it ceaſed, aſſuming impudence and audaci- 
ous pretence took the lead of real merit; and 
then it was, that a wicked Catiline, by ut- 
tering calumny on one hand, and expreſſing 
an uncommon regard for his country on 
the other, did ingratiate himſelf into the 


favour of the populace, and thereby rai- 


ſed a powerful faction, which threatened 
a change of government: and now it is, 
that a baneful Wilkes, and his abettors, 
have by the very ſame means, enſnared the 
multitude, and involved their country in 
riots, animoſities, and faction. 

A good and rightful ſovereign has not 
only a juſt claim to the allegiance of his 
people, but the beſt title to their affections, 
and whoever, by baſe means, and for vile 


Purpoſes, ſeek to ſupplant or rival him in 


theſe, are the worſt ſort of traitors ; ſeeing 
no monarch can be ſaid to reign either hap- 
pily or ſafely who has not the love of his 


1l- 
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ſubjects. As the king has far greater inte- 


| feſt in the Happineſs and proſperity of his 


people than any other individual, he there: 
fore may be well allowed to have the higheſt 
and moſt diſtinguithed regard and ſolicitude 


for their welfare; for, indeed, not any thing 


can be more manifeſt, than that his own 
true dignity and felicity are ſtrictly connec- 
ted with that of his ſubjects welfare; ſo 
that he. only can be juſtly termed a happy 


prince who governs a virtuous and a happy 


people; and to which end, a wiſe and good 
prince will ever exert his utmoſt efforts to 
make them ſuch; and his ſubjects on their 
part, ought with alacrity to yield a peace- 
ful obedience to that regal authority with 
which he is inveſted, and to ſtrengthen his 
hands by their unanimity in the diſtribu- 
tion of juſtice, and in protecting them from 
foreign and domeſtic enemies. 

That the hiſtories of our own and other 


nations have innumerable inſtances of prin- 
ces abuſing their power, and of their acting 


horribly inconſiſtent with their own, and 
their ſubjects happineſs, muſt be granted; 
but thanks be to God, our caſe is happily 
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otherwiſe in that reſpect, we having a prince 
truly virtuous, truly patriotic, and endowed 
with every fit diſpoſition to make us a happy, 
proſperons, and a powerful people; but alas! 
our wantonneſs of temper, our envious, am- 
bitious, and impetuous paſſions ſerve to en- 
rage, diſunite, and miſlead us; ſo that his 
hands are, as it were, fettered and enfeebled 
by faction; and every anxious propenſity 
to promote our common welfare, oppoſed 
and diſcouraged. In this we are profoundly 
injurious to ourſelves, and cruet to our 
prince, whoſe crown we have been decking 
with thorns ever ſince His acceſſion, and 
have made his throne much more the ele- 
vated ſeat of ſable concern and diſquietude, 
than that of imperial ſatisfaction and com- 
placency. 
How is it poſſible for a prince, even of 
the moſt extenſive goodneſs and ſingular pe- 


netration, to ſatisfy his people in the chafing 


of his miniſtry, whilſt thoſe who are not, 
and ought not, to be admited into the ad- 
miniſtration, become mal contents becauſe 
they are not admitted; and who, by falſe 
colourings, and inſidious repreſentations; 
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practiſe upon the multitude, and make them 


highly diſcontented with their governors, | 


becauſe they are not of the number, or be- 
cauſe they are not in places ſuitable to their 
ambition or avarice? O ye credulous and 
ſeduced many! if you would enjoy true 
and permanent LIBERTY, freely exerciſe 
your rational powers, and think, and rea- 
ſon, and judge for yourſelves, that you may 
be enabled to make a juſter eſtimate of men 
and meaſures; and that you may in duty 


and tenderneſs to the beſt of princes, and 


in commiſeration to yourſelves, and your 
unhappily divided country, be no longer de- 
luded and impoſed upon by falſe aſſuming 
patriots, who, under the plauſible pretence 
of ſecuring to you liberties which are in no 
danger, (and which they are groſsly abu- 
ſing) make you the dupes of their ſinifler 
deſigns, as well as the tools of their partial 
perſonal reſentment, by which means they 
embarraſs the nation in tumultuous facti- 
ons, and bring you under the worſt ſort of 
vaſſalage, I mean, that of ſubjecting your- 
ſelves to be led by their fallacious dictates, 


and of being under (by their influence) the 
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. dominion of unſocial, irritating, deſtructive 


paſſions. 
By our unremitting national ſtrife, how 


much do we exbilarate our foes, depreſs 


our friends, prejudice our common intereſt, 
and aggrieve our truly GRACIOUS SOVE- 


REIGN? A prince who merits our moſt faith- 
ful and pacific allegiance, and whoſe ſenti- 


ments cannot but have the ſtricteſt concur- 


rence with thoſe of ſage TiG6RaNEs, king of 
Armenia, of whom it is ſaid, that upon the 


day of his coronation he took the regal dia- 
dem 1n his hand, and looking a long while 
attentively upon it, at length he diſcloſed his 
thoughts in theſe pathetical expreſſions: 


„% Thou NOBLE, rather than Ha x orna- 


„ment! did men but conſider what nume- 
„ rous briers are intermixed with thy rad1- 
* ant jewels, and reflect upon thoſe cares 
and anxieties which are thy indiſpenſable 
* concomitants, if they ſaw thee lying be- 
„neath their feet, u would not ſo much 
as take thee up.” 9 

I ſhall make free to aſſert, that the ſole 
cauſe of our political evils, and other avoid- 
able infelicities, is our not ſufficiently at- 
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tending to, or not exerting of our moral di- 
rective powers; and thus it is, that we are 
the contemners of divine legiſlation, the vi- 
olators of the laws, and abuſers of the pri- 
vileges, of the beſt conſtructed, and moſt le- 
nitive government upon earth; and thus it 
is, that we are querelous, ditlatisfied, un- 
grateful ſubjects to the beſt diſpoſed, and 
moſt benign of princes. 

King William, of glorious, and ever to 


be revered memory, the great RESTORER of 


our religious and civil liberties, and the 
common friend of liberty throughout Eu- 
rope, how grievouſly was his reign diſturb'd, 


and his royal breaſt afflicted, with outrage- 


& ous oPPosITION; which was ſo monſtrouſly 


ungrateful, and ſo cruelly ſanguine, as more 
than once to attempt regicide ; the which 
OPPOSITION, if it had fully ſucceeded, inſtead 
of a Proteſtant prince, of the illuſtrious houſe 
of BRUNswick, we ſhould have had a Po- 
piſh prince to reign and rule over us; and 
very poſſibly, have become thereby, the con- 
temptible dependents of a faithleſs, enſla- 
ving, neighbouring monarchy. 
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This great and good prince, in his laſt 
ſpeech to his people, in parliament aſſem- 
bled, gave them the following paternal, con- 
ciliating, and truly patriotic admonition, 
which at all times ought far more to be at- 
tended ro than any thing that has been ſaid 
by ſeditious Wilkes, and his litigious coad- 
jutors; and with which I ſhall conclude, and 
leave the multitude to judge, whether the 
candid, ſalutary advice of the beſt of kings, 
or the pernicious irritating declamation of | 
the worſt of ſubjects, is to be followed, and 
ſtrictly adhered to. 2 

Let me conjure you to diſappoint the | 
hopes of our enemies by your UNANIMITY. | 
“J have ſhewn, and will always ſhew, how i 
« deſirous I am to be the common father of 
« all my people; do you, in like manner, MW 
lay aſide parties and diviſions ; let there 
* be no other diſtinction heard of among 
« us for the future, but of thoſe who are 
« for the Proteſtant religion and the preſent | 
« eſtabliſhment, and of thoſe who mean a 
% Popiſh prince and a French government.” 
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